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T he April meeting will feature Jerome Cushman. He will present a 

lecture/demonstration on Accessory Plantings for bonsai display. He 

will discuss the purpose and use of complementary plants and demonstrate 

how to create some kusamono. Kusamono are potted arrangements of wild 

grasses and flowers in unique pots or trays. 

 

After the discussion and demonstration members 

can join in a workshop creating an accent 

planting.  An assortment of small pots and interesting plants from the Bristol's Garden 

Center will be available for purchase. The cost of the plants will range from $3 - $10. 

The pots will be less. There will also be some flat stones for sale that can be used to 

plant on. Muck will be supplied. If you plan to participate in the workshop bring your 

own bonsai soil and a scissors for trimming.  There is no cost for the workshop. Bring 

cash or checks for purchasing the plants and the containers or bring your own.  Accessory 

plants will be on display, so if you have some that you would like to show off please 

bring them.  There will be a handout provided.  

Accessory or Accent plants are used to accompany bonsai. Although they are 

created to "set off" a bonsai when displayed, each accessory plant can be an  

artistic design in itself. A plant as simple as a grass can make an interesting or  

unusual counterpart. However, small accessory plants in small containers are 

used for a balanced composition and to keep the focus on your bonsai. Plants 

used are typically moss, grass, lichen, small flowers, bamboo, or bulbs, that 

may heighten the beauty or reflect a certain season.   
 

 
A Little About Jeromeé..   
 

Jerome Cushman has been studying 

bonsai with Bill Valavanis since the 

early 1990's and has been a member 

of BSUNY since then. He has exhibited 

trees and complementary plantings in 

most of the local exhibits, including 

both of the National Exhibitions. Early 

on he became interested in the "accent" 

plants,  kusamono or shitakusa. Jerome 

is also a certified teacher in the Ichiyo 

School of Ikebana (Japanese art of flower 

arrangement).  
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A t our March meeting, Bill Valavanis presented an very interesting program and demonstration on Literati style bonsai. 

Bill began by showing a series of pictures of examples of this style of bonsai. He explainied the history, styles of, and 

design of the Literati style bonsai. It is an unusual, esoteric style based on line and sensitivity. The Literati style has 

its emphasis on trunk line and movement. It is characterized with a few branches at the top of a long, visually 

pleasing, twisted trunk. Small, round and shallow unglazed pots are used for this style to balance the meager foliage at 

the top of the trees.  

 

After the presentation Bill shaped a Shimpaku juniper which was raffled at the conclusion of the program. Bill answered  

a number of questions as he talked to the 65 members attending the meeting. Following that he gave a workshop using 

identical Shimpaku juniper. The six members who took the workshop were provided with a tree approximately 10-15 

inches high grown in one gallon containers.  

 

The Shippaku juniper bonsai that Bill created was raffled off and won by Amar Osterly . The Society appreciates  

everyone who purchased tickets for the raffle.  
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March Highlights  

1. Bill showing photos of examples of  Literati style bonsai. 

2.  After wiring the branches Bill shapes them with scissors.  

3. Completed Shimpaku juniper demo tree. 

4. Amar Osterly, the winner of the demo tree raffle 

5. During the workshop, Bill walked around tables helping 
members to shape their junipers into a literati style. In  
this picture Bill helps Jane Patterson. 

6. Elmer Dustman wiring his Juniper during workshop. 

7. Workshops are very valuable and BSUNY members take 
good advantage of them. 

8. Examples of Literati on the Display Table.      
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