
his months speaker is Brussel Martin 

from Mississippi. Brussel regularly 

leads workshops, demonstrations and lectures. 

He was fascinated by bonsai at a very early age and began studying seriously as a 

teenager. In 1973 he founded Brusselôs Bonsai in Olive Branch, Mississippi, 

which has blossomed from a labor of love in Martinôs parentsô backyard into the 

largest importer and grower of fine bonsai in the country. Brussel sells bonsai 

through the mail and travels to shows across the country. The nursery ships 

hundreds of thousands of trees each year, from $25 starter junipers for beginners 

to fifty-year-old Japanese maples hand selected during one of Martinôs many 

trips to Asia (specimens like that run well into the thousands of dollars). 

 

Brussel also hosts Bonsai Rendezvous where bonsai enthusiasts get together 

each year for a three day convention over Memorial Day weekend to study, 

learn, and enjoy bonsai.  

 

Brussel will be showing us how to design a large Hinoki Cypress bonsai. His 

demo should be educational and entertaining.  

 

There will also be a workshop with Brussel on Tuesday afternoon from 1 to 

4 pm at Brighton Town Lodge. The material for the workshop will be a special 

group of Dwarf Hinoki Cypress shohin size bonsai. The cost for this workshop 

is $60, which includes the 

tree, and is payable to the 

society. Each participant 

must bring the following 

items:  shallow box to work 

in, tools, and wire. 

 

There is a limited number of openings available so register and 

pay early to avoid disappointment. Sign up by contacting Ron 

Maggio at treasurer@bonsaisocietyofupstateny.org or call him 

at 585-872-0382. 
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he September meeting featured Julian Adams with his óPine Bonsai Are Easyô presentation. He started out 

showing and talking about two of his air-layered Zuisho Japanese White Pine that have a very small needle, and 

were discovered by Mr. Saichi Suzuki around 1950 in Japan. Over 65 members attended and were presented with 

some of Julianôs great knowledge and ideas on Pine bonsai. He went into great detail about the pine needle growth, 

pine buds, pine candles, needle size reduction, and how to increase back budding by removing old needles in the well 

over two hour presentation. Usually he said he takes about three hours for this presentation, so this was a record for 

him. Julian also brought some of his fine plant material, DVDs, and supplies for members to choose from and purchase.   

 

The society would like to thank Doug McDade for hosting Julian while he visited us. Julian was kind enough to donate 

one of his air-layered Zuisho Japanese White Pine for our raffle and this was won by Joe Galley. 

1. Julianõs presentation contained a great deal of information 
on Pine varieties. 

2. Julian answering questions during the break. 

3. Julian giving Joe Galley some tips on the air-layered 
Zuisho Japanese White Pine he won. 

4. Nick, Theresa, and Paul selecting pre-bonsai that Julian 
had for sale. 

5. Julian explaining a point about Zuisho Japanese White 
Pine. 

October Meeting Highlights 
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